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Pastor Dwaine’s Column

Our Evangelical Lutheran Church in America will hold its
churchwide assembly later this month in Minneapolis.
These assemblies are held every two years to act on the
business of our church and to celebrate God’s work that is
being done through our church’s many ministries. I had
the privilege of serving as a voting member at the 2005
churchwide assembly and found it a wonderful opportu-
nity to meet ELCA Lutherans from all across the country.
It was overwhelming to see the wonderful work that our
church does in so many different places.

Among all the things that will happen at this assembly, the
issue that has drawn the most attention in the media is
sexuality. The voting members will consider a Social
Statement on Sexuality, as well as a report and recommen-
dations concerning whether or not those involved in com-
mitted, life-long, same gender relationships should be al-
lowed to serve as pastors in the ELCA. I believe that the
Social Statement on Sexuality is a very good document
that lays out in a clear way the gift of sexuality that God
has given us and the responsibilities that come with this
gift. If you’d like to read the proposed statement, you can
find it on the ELCA web site.

As you might imagine, it is the report and recommenda-
tions on ministry that have generated the most contro-
versy. There are passionate voices on both sides of this
issue. But that’s probably not surprising considering that I
know the same thing is true right here in our own congre-
gation. People’s understanding of the authority and inter-
pretation of scripture, their own personal experiences, as
well as the contact they have had with gay and lesbian
friends, neighbors and family members all lead to a vari-
ety of ways of understanding this important, but also chal-
lenging and complex issue.

I don’t know what the outcome of the ELCA assembly
will be. Even those who are much more in the loop about
these kinds of matters than I am, have no idea how these
votes will turn out. What I do know is this, no matter
what happens at this assembly in Minneapolis, we will
continue to carry on Christ’s mission here at Resurrection.

One of the things that [ most appreciate about this congre-
gation is our ability to remember where the center of our
life together is found. It is found in Jesus Christ, and the
love and forgiveness he brings to us. We know that we
can, and sometimes do, disagree about many things — in-
cluding sexuality. But it is not those disagreements that
define us. What defines us as God’s people is a common
trust in Christ as our Savior.

That is not to say that we shouldn’t address other
issues, even the ones about which we disagree.
But at the end of the day, we know that none of
us are saved by having the right opinions about
sexuality or any other topic. We are saved be-
cause we have a gracious and loving God, and a
forgiving savior named Jesus.

It is my hope that the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America, as well as our congregation,
will be blessed by God as we continue to keep
that Gospel message at the center of all that we
do. As we draw near to the ELCA churchwide
assembly on August 17-23, please keep its work
in your prayers as those gathered seek to make
faithful and Spirit-guided decisions about impor-
tant issues.

Resurrection Men — Trap and
Skeet Shooting

The Resurrection Men’s Group will meet for trap
and skeet shooting at noon on Sunday, August 9
at the Albany Sportsman’s Club. Cost for each
25 target round is $5. You may bring your own
shells or they can be purchased at the club. Ex-
tra guns will be available. After shooting (about
2:00 p.m.), we will go to Pastor Dwaine’s for
burgers and brats. All are welcome for the
shooting, the meal, or both. Sign up at the Inter-
est Table in the entry or call the church if you
will be attending. Questions? — Talk to Pastor
Dwaine.

Early Morning Bible Reading
Group

This group meets at 6:30 a.m. on two Friday
mornings each month and is led by Pastor
Dwaine. Our conversation is based on the
weekly Book of Faith Scripture readings. Coffee,
juice and bagels are provided. It’s a great way to
start the day! Our next meeting will be August
21. (Note that we will meet only once in Au-

gust.)



Pastor Linda’s Column

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your might. Keep
these words that | am commanding you today in your
heart. Recite them to your children and talk about them
when you are at home and when you are away,
when you lie down and when you rise.
Deuteronomy 6:5-7

Busy Mom’s Group

Busy Mom’s Group meets the fourth Tuesday of
the month, from 6:30-8:00pm. This group is open
to any mom who would like to gather together
with other moms for mutual support through
prayer and conversation. We talk about parenting
issues, how to maintain a healthy Christian envi-
ronment in our homes and, of course, we have fun

When children are baptized in our congregation, we and food. We also work together on a prayer book

make a promise to support them and care for them in
their journey of faith. There are a variety of ways in
which we live this out here at Resurrection. Some of us
are Sunday School Teachers, Confirmation Guides,
Prayer Partners and Confirmation Mentors. We are also
committed by recognizing the milestones in our chil-
dren’s lives. For example, at Baptism we give Splash
Boxes, at Graduation,
we give the seniors blankets. Milestone ministry is a
means to recognize
the significant faith passages in our children’s lives.

It is possible for us to expand the Milestone Ministry to
include faith growth events for people of all ages, and to
make some events intergenerational. I know of another
congregation that recognizes wedding anniversaries.
What a blessing to lift these couples up as examples to
other wedded couples, especially the newly married.

Behind the Milestone Ministry is the idea that we con-
tinue to connect with people in the significant events of
their lives. Our goal is to walk with them emotionally,
physically, but most importantly spiritually. Our desire
is to share the words we are commanded with our chil-
dren, when we are at home and away, when we lie down
and when we rise. We, as a Book of Faith Congrega-
tion, desire to put the Scripture as our first language, to
live that language each and every day of our lives in
meaningful and helpful ways.

As we begin our new school and programming year, we
wish to look at our Milestone Ministry in our congrega-
tion. What are the ways we can grow this ministry to
engage more people? What is meaningful about this
ministry and what things can we add that make more
sense? Are questions of faith important to you and your
family? Engage with me about this Ministry, ask ques-
tions, bring concerns, be creative.

Let’s talk: Sunday, August 9™ after the second Worship
service.

for baptism. We invite everyone to join us. Any
questions, ask Pastor Linda.

Our next meeting will be September 2%,
6:30pm.

Yarnovers

The Yarnovers are a group of knitters and cro-
cheters who love to do charity work for the
church and others. We meet every Wednesday
of the month at 9:00am. If you are interested,
please contact Pastor Linda.

We are also in need of prayer shawlsIf you
would like to assist in making them, but cannot
come to the meetings, that’s okay! We would
love your help in anyway you can give. If you
know of someone who is in need of a prayer
shawl, please visit with someone in the group or
Pastor Linda.

Women’s Ministries

I want to hear from you! What kind of event
would you like to do this summer as a group of
women? A scrapbooking day, a field trip, a re-
treat? Please share your ideas! Pastor Linda

A Scrapbooking & Craft Day is set for Saturday,
August 1%, 9:00-5:00. Potluck for lunch, bring
your own beverage, morning treats will be pro-
vided. Please sign up on Pastor Linda’s bulletin
board.

How BEAUTIFUL do you feel? How do you de-
fine BEAUTY? What does God say about
BEAUTY? We are planning a Mother & Daughter
retreat for October 16-17 to explore these ques-
tions and many more. Please visit with Pastor
Linda or Sarah for more information about this
retreat.



Support Group for Those with
Rging Parents

This group is taking the summer off, and will
reconvene in September. If you have any
questions, please contact Pastor Linda

Bible Reading Group
The Bible Reading Group meets every Tues-
day at Gruber’s Caf¢ at 12:00 noon. This Café
is just north of Famous Dave’s in a strip mall.
Bring your lunch or grab a sandwich or soup at
the café. Walk with us as we explore the Bible
and make Scripture our first language. Every-
one is invited!

This Bible Reading Group will con-
tinue throughout the summer!

Bible Study

The Bible study from Lutheran Woman Today
for 2008-09 will focus on the wisdom stories
of Ruth, Daniel and Esther. They will help us
to think about our call to discipleship in to-
day’s busy world. Please join us for this help-
ful discussion, the third Tuesday of the month
at 10:45-11:30am, the next date is August 18",
we continue in the book of Daniel. This group
meets at Arlington Place to join with the resi-
dents for bible study. This is a wonderful op-
portunity to reach out to others in our commu-
nity, especially those who are lonely and alone.

RLC Discussion Group

The RLC Discussion Group will meet on Tues-

day, August 4 at 9:30 a.m. and will be discussing

the book “The Faith Club”. You are invited to
join us for breakfast at 8:30 a.m. at Kay’s
Kitchen that morning.

New Member Sunday

We will be receiving new members into our
congregation on Sunday, October 11. There
will be an orientation evening for new mem-
bers on Tuesday, September 29 at 6:30 p.m. If
you are planning on becoming a member of
Resurrection, or if you have questions, please
contact Pastor Dwaine. (363-4232 —
dbruns@warpdriveonline.com)

Campus Ministry

Most of our students are home for the summer, work-
ing and relaxing?! We are interested in the youth from
our congregation who have graduated from high
school and moved on to various other opportunities.
We want to know where they are and collect as many
emails as possible, can you help by giving us your
“grown” children’s addresses and emails?

YOUR WHOLE LIFE
The 3D Plan

Coming this Fall!!

Join us for this 12-week journey to wholeness.
The 3D stands for Diet, Discipline and Discipleship
This is not a weight loss program, but rather a journey
towards wholeness.

The program includes setting weekly goals, a do-able
exercise plan,
tips for living well and daily spiritual readings.
This involves not only a 12-week commitment, but
also a financial investment for the materials used in
this program. This is open to men and women.

If you are interested or have more questions, please
visit with Pastor Linda.

St. John’s Bible Viewing

From June 1 through October 31, 2009 selections from
the Gospels and Acts volume of The Saint John’s Bi-
ble will be on display at the Hill Museum & Manu-
script Library, located on the Saint John’s Abbey and
University campus in Collegeville. This exhibit fea-
tures 32 original manuscript pages and 14 beautiful
illuminations. Also on display will be tools, project
materials and sketches from the project. Come out and
see these wonderful pages that have not been on dis-
play at Saint John’s in 5 years! The Hill museum and
Manuscript Library is open Monday — Friday from 8
a.m. — 4:30 p.m. There is no cost to visit the exhibition
and guests are encouraged to view the exhibit at their
leisure. Tours and presentations are available if
booked in advance. Contact Jill Dubbeldee Kuhn by
phone at 363-2355 or email at jdubbeldee-
kuhn@csbsju.edu
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We’re going GREEN!

REDUCE- REUSE - RECYCLE

HELP NAME THE GREEN TEAM

We would like to rename the Green Team.
As it is now, it appears most of us think only about recycling,
and changing light bulbs and paper products.
But this Team is much more than that!

We are concerned about the environment as a whole, which includes recycling. But we are also concerned
about water quality and caring for creation through rain gardens and butterfly gardens. We are also commit-
ted to following Scripture and studying God’s word for all we do.

Help us rename this Team and we invite you to join us
and support us as we care for God’s creation.

Please visit with Pastor Linda.

YOU ARE INVITED

Everyone is invited to join with other congregations
and community members at a picnic hosted by Nu
Way Missionary Baptist Church on Saturday, Au-
gust 8, 10:00 a.m. to 6 p.m. at Warner Lake Park.
See the posted flyers on the hallway bulletin board
for more information. This community event is a
great way to build interfaith and interracial relation-
ships among GRIP (Great River Interfaith Partner-
ship) congregations and across our community. It
will be a fun day for the whole family including
food and games. Bring any food dish to share. Con-
tact Jeanie Wilkens 363-4555 with any questions.

16t Annual Lutheran Night at the
Twins

Join us for a night of big league fun and excitement on
Wednesday, August 26 at 7:10 p.m. This will be the
last Lutheran Night at the Dome. Sponsored by
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. Bus ride/lunch box/
ticket cost is $20 per person. Please send check to
Joyce Hawkinson: 4934 Bluehill Circle, South Haven,
MN 55382. The deadline to request tickets is August
1. Contact Deb Robinson at 363-1381 if you have any
questions or you may call Joyce at 320-236-7655 or
Wilbur Wilkens at 363-4555. $1 goes to Thrivent
builds. Bus pick up will be at St. Joseph “Park and
Ride” by the 94 underpass.

January 7 June 2009 Financial Stewardship

General Fund Mission Spending Plan for January thru June 2009

General Fund Income for January thru June
General Fund Carry Over from 2008 (prorated)
Total Income Year To Date and Carry Over

$145,499.94

$131,288.76
$3.999.96
$135,288.72

General Fund YTD (Planned to Actual) = Behind 7.02%

Building Fund Income 25 months (6/1/2007 to (6/30/2009)
Building Fund Pledged - 3 years (6/1/2007 — 5/31/2010)

Building Fund (Pledged to Actual) = Behind 1.67%

$125,843.46
$184,286.71



Fall Music Opportunities

Praise Choir

Praise Choir meets every Wednesday eve-
ning from 7:10-8:10 beginning September 9 and is
open for all adults and youth. We sing about twice a
month at alternate services as well as at Christmas
Eve, Easter and Confirmation Sunday. If you enjoy
singing and fellowship, join us!
Any questions? Call Jeanne Bruns (356-1067)

Worship Team

Worship team provides music leadership for
the 11:00 am Sunday worship service. We practice
about twice a month at 8:15 on Wednesday eve-
nings. If you are interested in being part of worship
team as an instrumentalist or vocalist, call Jeanne
Bruns at 356-1067. Our first rehearsal of the year
will be September 9th.

WoW! Music Opportunity

Worship on Wednesday (WOW!) begins
soon and as a part of this worship, we are looking
for a group of music leaders. It is our vision to have
an intergenerational group to energetically lead wor-
ship as both instrumentalists and vocalists. All ages
(elementary-adult) are encouraged to consider this
exciting new opportunity. If you are interested,
please let Jeanne Bruns (356-1067) know or sign up
at the Welcome Center in the narthex. Our first
practice will be Tuesday, August 25 at 6:30 pm.
Subsequent practices will be set up as needed.

Promise Choir
All children grades 2nd through 6th grade are in-
vited to join Resurrection’s Promise Choir . We will
meet every Wednesday evening beginning Septem-
ber 16 in the church library from 7:10-7:40 p.m.

Confirmation Instruction
2009-2010

The coming year of confirmation instruction for
students, grades 7-9, will begin with a meeting
for parents and students on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 16 at 7:10 p.m. Confirmation gatherings will
continue on Wednesdays at 7:10 p.m. throughout
the year.

Sunday School News

Sunday school kicks off with Rally Sunday on
Sunday, September 13. Inserted in this month’s
Genesis is the registration form for both our Sun-
day morning classes (white) and for WoW!
School (purple). Please make sure to return the
registration forms by Sunday, August 23.

We are in need of teachers, helpers & music
leaders. Please sign up at the Welcome Center
located in the narthex.

School Supply Donations
School supplies are needed for children at Peo-
ple’s Church in Bemidji, as well as for children
in our own area. Supplies will be collected all
through the month of August and include such
things as crayons, markers, backpacks, calcula-
tors, glue, pencil boxes, notebooks, and colored
pencils. A box will be available in the narthex,
but children may also bring them up during the
children’s sermon. The deadline is August 30"
Thank you for your past donations — the children
(and their parents) greatly appreciate your sup-
port.

NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING TEAM APPRECIATION BREAKFAST
SUNDAY, AUGUST 16

The 2009 New Orleans National Youth Gathering team would like to thank all the members of Resurrec-
tion Lutheran Church for your awesome support. Without all your help we would not have been able to
raise the funds necessary to attend this Gathering. To show our appreciation we will be serving a Light
Continental Breakfast after 10:00 service on Sunday, August 16. Please join us for coffee, rolls and con-

versation and hear the stories from the Gathering first hand. We had an amazing Faith-cation and would

love to share our experiences with you. The 2009 National Youth Gathering TearrAwesome
Youth: Joel Bruns, Kyle Emmerich, Dana Fleischman, Erika Klein, Julia Kuebelbeck, Mallory
White Fearless Leaders Brian Klein, Karen Klein, Linda Lagergren
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Worship Team Coordinator Jeanne Bruns
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Council Members Committee
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Wilbur Wilkens Treasurer
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Church Office Hours
Monday: Closed
Tuesday - Friday: 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Phone Numbers and Staff Email
Phone Number: 320-363-4232
Fax Number: 320-363-1129
Church’s Email Address: rlc@warpdriveonline.com
Pastor Dwaine’s Email: dbruns@warpdriveonline.com
Pastor Linda’s Email: llagergren@mywdo.com
Sarah Lind’s Email: slind@mywdo.com
Web Site: www.rlcstjo.org

Nathan Kulberg
Rachel Kuebelbeck
Mark Longendyke
Clare McCarty
Bailey Smith
Kaileigh Schmidt
Lori Schneider
Connie Dullinger
Renee Grise
Grant Lopez
Sandy Spiczka
Mary Carlson
Ava Kleinvachter
Rick Klisch
Olivia Kompelien
Tom Krueger
Alayna Neu
Caitlyn Pederson
Adam Hornstein
Chloe Lancour
Jay Enke
CKbtid GooM e mb er s
Susan Trocke
Jerome Weyer Jr
Mason Wolf
Dana Fleischman
Kathy Parsons
Parker Schulz
Mary Tomasek
Annika Baker
Justin Willard
Lisa Theisen
David Vesledahl
Jane Bratsch
Brian Hoeschen
Andrew Abraham
David Holbrook
Derek Hasch
Ron Haugen
LaVonne Bushkofsky
Presten Maile
Peggy Plath
Stacy Buchta
Wesley Nesland
Lydia Anderson
Cody Buchheit
Mark Curtis
Rachel Fugleberg
Aleta Holbrook
Lisa Becker
Bradley Kreps
Jacob Hornstein
Nancy Johnson
Carol Krueger
Kari Durheim
Marla Wegleitner
Abigail Barrow
Mark Mathews
Anna Mercedes
Moriah Novacinski
Janet Pederson
Paul Wirth
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Resurrection Lutheran Church

Genesis

Summer Worship
8:30 & 10:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m. Fellowship Time

Fall Worship Beqins
September 13
8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

WoW! Worship begins September 16, 2009




